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Twenty-first Sunday in Ordinary Time
August 23, 2026

Matthew 16:18

Masses: 8:00 am—Traditional Holy Mass 9:30 am—Contemporary Holy Mass
11:15 am—Traditional Holy Mass, Cathedral Chapel, Our Savior, Tripp Park
4:00 pm Contemporary, lower chapel

Parish Office: 570-961-9231 —Youth Center: 570-961-8364
Fred Aebli: Parishchair@saintstanislauspncc.org
Announcements: Bulletin@saintstanislauspncc.org
Bills/Payments: Treasurer@saintstanislauspncc.org
Parish Information: Office@saintstanislauspncc.org

Lectors:
8/23 — 8:00 — John Andrzejewski
9:30 — Maria Hughes
11:15 — David Rychleski
8/30 — 8:00 — Kathy Michalina
day 9:30 — Tera Jean Notari
gratitude and en 11:15 — David Rychleski

Wednesday, August 26
7:00 pm — Gospel of Luke Bible Study

Next Sunday, August 30" — Twenty-second Sunday in Ordinary Time
Holy Mass: 8:00 am Traditional 9:30 am Contemporary
11:15 am Cathedral Chapel, Tripp Park
4:00 pm Contemporary, lower chapel

WELCOME GOLFING ATHLETES of the 12 Annual United YMS of R Golf Tournament!
The First Parish of the PNCC greets you warmly. St Stanislaus Cathedral Parish salutes all the
tourney participants in their quest for par and rejoices with those who achieved it! We hope all of
you will find your time with us at worship and fellowship spiritually uplifting; and for those among
you finding par more elusive than they’d hoped, soothing.

It came to our note that each of you athletes was no less committed and diligent this weekend in
the pursuit of your sport than the devoted and meticulous par seeker portrayed below.
Congratulations to you all! And once again, we bid you WELCOME.



mailto:Treasurer@saintstanislauspncc.org

America250
Leadership Qualities of Our Founding Fathers:
Washington, Adams and Jefferson
from American Essence, Jan-Feb, 2026
By Alan Wakim

George Washington: Perseverance

During the war, Washington’s courage and moral character were never questioned, but his
leadership was as military losses mounted. Friends like John Adams turned against him, while
rivals Charles Lee and Horatio Gates schemed to replace him. Yet when things were at their
darkest, Washington’s actions proved his detractors wrong.

After a crushing defeat on Long Island left his army trapped in Brooklyn, New York, Washington
remained composed and expressed no fear. He calmly organized an evacuation and insisted on
being the last man to leave. When the war seemed lost, Washington planned for a daring raid in
Trenton, New Jersey. While battered by a winter storm, Washington personally led his men across
the ice-choked Delaware River before marching toward the enemy. In battle after battle,
Washington led by example by placing himself in the line of fire to rally his frightened men. He
listened to his officers’ advice, prayed to his Heavenly Father, and carried burdens far heavier
than ordinary men could reasonably bear.

Through determination, perseverance and faith, Washington led the Continental Army to decisive
victory at Yorktown, Virginia, securing our nation’s independence against impossible odds.

John Adams: Holding to Principles

John Adams was influenced by great thinkers such as John Milton, Seneca, Cicero, and Aristotle,
as well as mentors like James Otis Jr. and his wife, Abigail. As a young attorney in Boston, Adams
was determined to practice law according to his principles. His convictions were put to the test
on the winter night of March 5, 1770, when British soldiers opened fire on Bostonians in what
became known as the Boston Massacre.

The city erupted in rage, and no lawyer dared defend the soldiers and their commanding officer,
Captain Thomas Preeton, after their arrest. Adams, however, firmly believed in the right to
counsel, the resumption of innocence, and that all defendants were entitled to a fair trial. Willing
to risk his career and reputation, he stepped forward to defend the soldiers s, assisted by fellow
patriot, Josiah Quincy Jr. [ .... ]

John Adams arranged for Captain Preston to be tried separately from his men, allowing him to
pursue different legal strategies. [ .... ] Preston was acquitted, though Adams endured biter
criticism in the press.

In the second trial involving the soldiers .... The jury acquitted six soldiers, convicting only two
for manslaughter.

Adams demonstrated — to his detractors in London and, more importantly to posterity — that in
America, even the most despised enemy could, and should, receive a fair trial. Unfortunately, his
law practice suffered, as many clients abandoned him, but he found consolation in the words of
Cesare Beccaria, whom he quoted during the trial: “If, by supporting the rights of mankind, and
of invincible truth, I shall contribute to save from the agonies of death one unfortunate victim of
tyranny, or of ignorance, equally fatal, his blessings and tears of transport will be sufficient
consolation to me for the contempt of mankind.”

Thomas Jefferson: Moral Courage

Though a slave owner, Thomas Jefferson called slavery a “moral depravity,” contrary to law and
a threat to the American cause. .... he condemned the institution of slavery in his first draft of the
Declaration of independence .... Although his denunciations of the slave trade were stricken from
the final version, Jefferson’s inclusion of “all men are created equal” was later used to ensure its
eventual destruction. It resonated across time. | .... ]

Our founding fathers were far from perfect. They were flawed men who often stumbled while
wrestling with doubts and contradictions. But their humility, principles and moral courage laid
the foundation for a nation striving to form “a more perfect union.”

Gerrity Gift Cards - Sold Out — Due to overwhelming response, the Parish Office is temporarily
out of Gerrity's Fresh Grocer Gift Cards. Thank you for your patience and support of this parish
fundraiser.

One Hot Meal Food Pantry — Please bring pasta and sauce next Sunday for the One Hot Meal
food pantry. Thank you for your support.

THIS WEEK’S
LITURGIES Altar Flowers — The floral pieces at the high altar today are offered
to the glory of God and in memory of Jennie and John Stankowski

th
Monday, August 24 offered by their family.

8:30 am — Holy Mass

Tuesday, August 25 .
8:30 am — Holy Mass Altar Flower Fund — What a gesture of affection it would be to

Wednesday, August 26 make a donation for flowers in honor of or in memory of a loved
8:30 am — Holy Mass one! To follow through on exactly that, please contact Connie
Thursday, August 27% Tellep at 570-222-4409. A donation of $70 would cover the cost for
i33 “m; Heal:nzgs z}l/lass a Sunday. Of course, a donation of any amount to the fund is always
neay. Arsus welcomed. Simply send a check made payable to ANS Flower Fund,

8:30 am — Holy Mass . . . .
to the Parish office or just drop the envelope in the collection basket.

Saturday, August 29® R ) .
8:30 am — Holy Mass Thank you for your help in bringing beauty in glorifying God.




