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Septuagesima Sunday
February 1, 2026

LET WHAT YOU SAY
BE SIMPLY
‘YES’ OR ‘NO’;

ANYTHING ~ NV
MORE THAN THIS \‘N\( J\f /

COMES FROM EVIL.
—MATTHEW 5:37 (ESV)

Masses: 8:00 am—Traditional Holy Mass 9:30 am—Contemporary Holy Mass
11:15 am—Traditional Holy Mass, Cathedral Chapel, Our Savior, Tripp Park

Parish Office: 570-961-9231 —Youth Center: 570-961-8364
Fred Aebli: Parishchair@saintstanislauspncc.org
Announcements: Bulletin@saintstanislauspncc.org
Bills/Payments: Treasurer@saintstanislauspncc.org
Parish Information: Office@saintstanislauspncc.org

Monday, February 2™ Lectors:
10:00 am — Solemnity of the Presentation of the Lord, blessing 2/1 — 8:00 — John Andrzejewski

of candles, lower chapel 9:30 — Judy Snyder

11:15 — David Rychleski
Thursdavg Februarv Sth 2/8 — 8:00 — Kathy Michalina
6:30 pm — Cathedral Chorale rehearsal 9:30 — Patrick McHugh

11:15 — David Rychleski

Saturday, February 7%

10:00 am — Confirmation class
11:00 am — First Communion class
Noon — 1:00 pm — One Hot Meal

Next Sunday, February 8" — Sexagesima Sunday
Holy Mass: 8:00 am Traditional 9:30 am Contemporary
11:15 am Cathedral Chapel, Tripp Park

Music Scholarship Sunday Delayed — Please be generous in your support of this important
program in our Church life and pray for the ministers of music within our Cathedral Parish
including the Chorale singers, the Handbell Choir, and Ms. Rebecca Elfman, our Director of Music
and organist. The music ministry is an integral component of the liturgical life of our Cathedral Parish.
The website for the scholarship program can be accessed through nucmusicscholarship.weebly.com.

Called To Sing

God called each one of us to sing.
We magnify his name.

Not by chance he drew us.
Not for glory, not ofr fame.
But to express our love to him
We weekly sing our songs.
May our efforts not be in vain,
But reach the listening throngs.

Why toil in the choir?
Too much work some say.
It is our joy and pleasure,
Or none of us would stay.

Our music is a blessing,

A prayer and a gift.
Won’t you please come join us
As our voice in song we lift?

- Carol Anne Grinzi


mailto:Treasurer@saintstanislauspncc.org

YMS of R Hoagie and Pizza Sale — Branch 1 YMS of R will be holding a fundraising Hoagie and
Pizza Sale JUST IN TIME FOR THE NFL SUPER BOWL GAME AND PARTIES! We will be
making 12” Italian or turkey hoagies, as well as take and bake plain and pepperoni square pizzas.
Pick-up will be in the Youth Center on Saturday, February 7, from 4:00 to 5:00 PM, or on
Sunday, February 8, from 10:30 to 11:30 AM.

The price for the hoagies will be $10.00 each, which includes lettuce, tomato and onion, as well as
condiments (oil/vinegar, mayo or spicy mustard), all prepackaged on the side. Pizzas will be 12-cut
square and are $17.00 for plain and $20.00 for pepperoni.

The deadline for orders is Tuesday, February 3, 2026, using the signup sheet in the lower church
hall, by calling Frank Gerardi at (570) 587-3672, or texting Mac Stankowski at (570) 510-6397. Please
indicate the type and number of pizzas and/or hoagies desired (as well as pick-up day and the
appropriate number and types of condiments for any hoagies).

One Hot Meal Food Pantry — Please bring pasta and sauce next Sunday for the One Hot Meal food
pantry. Thank you for your support.

The Presentation of Jesus at the Temple — The event is described in the Gospel of Luke (Luke 2:22—
40). According to the gospel, Mary and Joseph took the Infant Jesus to the Temple in Jerusalem forty
days after his birth to complete Mary's ritual purification after childbirth, and to perform
the redemption of the firstborn son, in obedience to the Torah (Leviticus 12, Exodus 13:12-15, etc.).
Luke explicitly says that Joseph and Mary take the option provided for poor people (those who could
not afford a lamb; Leviticus 12:8), sacrificing "a pair of turtledoves, or two young pigeons." Leviticus
12:1-4 indicates that this event should take place forty days after birth for a male child, hence the
Presentation is celebrated forty days after Christmas.

In addition to being known as the Feast of the Presentation of Jesus at the Temple, other traditional
names include Candlemas, the Feast of the Purification of the Virgin, and the Meeting of the Lord.

The date of Candlemas is established by the date set for the Nativity of Jesus, for it comes forty days
afterwards. Under Mosaic law as found in the Torah, a mother who had given birth to a boy was
considered unclean for seven days; moreover she was to remain for three and thirty days "in the blood
of her purification." Candlemas therefore corresponds to the day on which Mary, according to Jewish
law, should have attended a ceremony of ritual purification (Leviticus 12:2—8). The Gospel of Luke
2:22-39 relates that Mary was purified according to the religious law, followed by Jesus' presentation
in the Jerusalem temple, and this explains the formal names given to the festival, as well as its falling
40 days after the Nativity.

Candlemas is a northern European name for the feast because of the blessing of candle and the
procession with lighted candles at the mass on this day, reflecting Simeon's proclamation of "a light
for revelation to the Gentiles", which, in turn, echoes Isaiah 49:6 in the second of the "servant of the
Lord" oracles.

The Season of Pre-Lent — The Polish National Catholic Church has officially reinstated the
Septuagesima, Sexagesima, and Quinquagesima Sundays in 2014 throughout the entire Church. The
celebration of this season as a preparation for Holy Lent is now highlighted as a part of the Liturgical
Year. “Septuagesima” means “seventy,” and Septuagesima Sunday comes roughly seventy days before
Easter. Subsequently, Sexagesima, and Quinquagesima Sundays come roughly sixty and fifty days
before Easter, respectively. The liturgical color of this season which prepares us to anticipate the
spiritual rigors of the Lenten Season is rose. Lent then takes on the somber hue of purple signifying
the seven-week period of penitence and introspection and our conversion of heart.

A rather poetic rendering of the details of Pre-Lent from a separate liturgical source follows here:

The leading feature of this season, then, is the total suspension of the Alleluia, which is not
again to be heard upon the earth until the arrival of that most happy day, Easter’s dawn,
when, having suffered death with our Lord Jesus, and having been buried together with Him,
we shall rise again with Him to a new life. [Also] The sweet hymn of the angels, “Gloria in
excelsis Deo,” which we have sung every Sunday since the birth of our Saviour in
Bethlehem, is also taken from us.....from now till Easter..... After the Gradual of the Mass,
instead of the thrice repeated Alleluia, which prepared our hearts to listen to the voice of
God in the holy Gospel, we shall hear but a mournful and protracted chant, called, on that
account, the Tract.

Floral adornments of the high altar are still appropriate through Shrove Tuesday, the day before Ash
Wednesday, though such adornment may be abandoned if so desired.

Altar Flowers — The floral piece in front of the altar of sacrifice on Sunday, January 18" were offered
to the glory of God and in memory Roger Seliga.

THIS WEEK’S LITURGIES

Monday, February 2

8:30 am — Holy Mass
Tuesday, February 3

10:00 am — Holy Mass of the
Solemnity of the Presentation
of our Lord at the Temple,
Candlemas, lower chapel
Wednesday, February 4
8:30 am — Holy Mass
Thursday, February 5

8:30 am — Healing Mass
Friday, February 6

8:30 am— Holy Mass
Saturday, February 7

Church Dates Ahead

February 1% — February 15: Pre-Lent
February 16™: 73" Anniversary Requiem Mass,
Prime Bishop Franciszek Hodur

February 18™: Ash Wednesday

March 1*: Annual Congregational Meeting
March 14™: Scranton Seniorate Lenten Retreat,
St. Adalbert’s Parish, Dickson City

March 29%: Palm Sunday

April 5™; Easter

8:30 am — Holy Mass
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