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Solemnity of the Baptism of our Lord
January 11, 2026

Masses: 8:00 am—Traditional Holy Mass 9:30 am—Contemporary Holy Mass
11:15 am—Traditional Holy Mass, Cathedral Chapel, Our Savior, Tripp Park

Parish Office: 570-961-9231 —Youth Center: 570-961-8364
Fred Aebli: Parishchair@saintstanislauspncc.org
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9:30 — Tera Jean Notari
11:15 — David Rychleski

Saturday, January 17t
10:00 am — Confirmation class
11:00 am — First Communion class

Next Sunday, January 18" — The Second Sunday in Ordinary Time
Holy Mass: 8:00 am Traditional 9:30 am Contemporary
11:15 am Cathedral Chapel, Tripp Park

One Hot Meal Food Pantry — Please bring peanut butter and jelly next Sunday for the One
Hot Meal food pantry. Thank you for your support.

AED Donation Gratefully Received — Cheri Barlow and Judy Skoda donated an Automatic
External Defibrillator and medical storage cabinet to St. Stanislaus Cathedral in memory of
their parents John and Frances (Nancy) Rowinski. We gratefully acknowledge this donation
for the safety of our parishioners, friends and community at St. Stanislaus.

A Prayer to Open our Basketball League - Heavenly Father, eternal Lord and great Coach
of us all, see us here, the young basketball players of our parish together with our friends as
we go out on the basketball court to play, and to have fun and to win. As we do this, remind
us that winning comes in second to the virtues, to the good things we’re learning here like
sportsmanship, fair play, teamwork and respect for the other team no matter who wins the
game.

And please, Coach God, help those of us who win tonight to be happy but humble in our
victory; and help those of us who won’t score the most points tonight to be good sports,
knowing that we’ll practice more, see where we need to improve, and compete again.

But most of all, we basketball players want to honor you, O God, through these games and
the way we conduct ourselves with each other out on the court as you watch all of us play
tonight and throughout the season. We ask you to help us do all these things in Jesus’ name.
Amen.
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In Advance of President’s Day — a reflection taken from the January-February, 2026 edition
of the American Essence magazine in the semiquincentennial year of our nation’s founding;
this anniversary year is named America250 as emblazoned on the New Year’s ball dropped in
Times Square marking the beginning of 2026; the ball will drop again this July 4th.

Washington’s Code of Conduct
Much wisdom is still to be found in ‘110 Rules of
Civility’

By Jeft Minick

Of all our presidents, George Washington best
projected the dignity and gravitas of some ancient
Roman senator. John Adams, who was no admirer
of Washington, nevertheless recorded what he
considered his top 10 qualities, including “an

elegant form,” “graceful Attitudes and
Movements,” “the gift of Silence,” and great Self
Command.”

The “Talents,” as Adams called them, did not just
magically appear. At 14, Washington copied out
“110 Rules of Civility,” precepts compiled by
French Jesuits 150 years earlier and then
translated into English. Time has fashioned
antiques, often humorously so, from some of these
maxims, such as “Spit not in the Fire ... nor set
your feet upon the Fire especially if there be meat before it” or “Rince (sic) not your Mouth
in the Presence of Others.”

Yet most of these centuries old guidelines still offer sound advice, particularly for a culture
where manners and decorum are in short supply. On its website, the Mount Vernon Ladies
Association lists these rules while asking readers to vote on which ones remain most relevant
today. Here are five top choices from that exercise.

RULE NO. 1 ‘Every Action done in Company, ought to be with Some Sign of Respect,
to those that are Present.’

This prescription is simple but often forgotten. From the halls of Congress to our get-
togethers with extended family, respect and consideration are key to productive discussions
and relationships.

RULE NO. 7 ‘Put not off your Cloths in the presence of Others, nor go out your
Chamber half Drest.’

As any visitor to a grocery store knows, some people shop in pajamas. If you’re seeking
dignity, dress appropriately.

RULE NO. 56 ‘Associate yourself with Men of Good Quality if you esteem your own
Reputation; for ‘tis better to be alone than in bad company.’

“A man is known by the company he keeps” is as old as Aesop’s Fables. In the words of Rocky
Balboa: “If you hang around with nice people, you get nice friends, you understand? You
hang around with smart people, you get smart friends. You hang out with yo-yo people, you
get yo-yo friends. You see, it’s simple mathematics.”

RULE NO. 108 ‘When you speak of God or his Attributes, let it be Seriously & [with]
Reverence. Honor & Obey your Natural Parents although they be Poor.’
This one’s straight from the 10 Commandments. Many today are ignorant of the Decalogue,
but given what passes for current morality, maybe some education is in order.

RULE NO. 109 ‘Let your recreation be Manfull (sic) not Sinfull (sic).’
Pornography, illicit drugs, and other vices, including surfing screens daily for hours, in no
way qualify as healthy recreation. Enough said.

THIS WEEK’S LITURGIES If you’re looking for an upgrade in manners and morality,

read the Rules of Civility. Pick your favorites. And then
do as Washington did: Try to live by them. - JM

Monday, January 12
8:30 am — Holy Mass
Tuesday, January 13
8:30 am — Holy Mass
Wednesday, January 14
8:30 am — Holy Mass
Thursday, January 15
8:30 am — Healing Mass
Friday, January 16
8:30 am— Holy Mass
Saturday, January 17
8:30 am — Holy Mass

I can do all things
through Christ who
. gives me strength.

~ Philippians 413




