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November 30, 2025 ~ First Sunday of Advent 

 

 

PRELUDE  Prelude in e minor                                                                                  J. S. Bach 

 

Prayer Before Holy Mass  (please rise) 

My dear God and loving Father, as I participate in this Holy Mass, may Jesus fill me with 

His holy grace when I open my heart to Him in sincere prayer. May the sacraments I will 

receive, the prayers that I will say and the hymns that I will sing bring me closer to Jesus and 

help me to be more like Him in all that I say and do. May the Holy Communion that I will 

receive give me strength, so that I may share faith, hope and love with the people I will meet. 

Amen. 

 

BLESSING: O God, bless + our wreath and be with us as we prepare our hearts for the coming 

of Christ. As we light these candles each week, help us to keep our own hearts burning with 

Your love, for You live and reign forever and ever.  R: Amen 

 

C: "So be on the watch. Pray constantly for the strength to...stand secure before the Son of 

Man." 

 

C: Our help is in the name of the Lord.  R: Who made heaven and earth. 

 

C: Lord hear our prayer.  R: And let our cry come to you. 

 

C: The Lord be with you.  R: And also with you. 

 

READER: In the First Week of Advent, we prepare ourselves for the Lord's coming into our 

world and into our lives. We ask, "In what area of my life do I stand at a distance from God?" 

We look at our relationships with family, friends, classmates, business associates, and 

neighbors. Is our faith reflected in each experience of human contact? Is love of God and 

neighbor the basis for our contact with others? (Light the first purple candle) 

 

C: Almighty and loving God, we have searched our hearts and reviewed our love for Your 

people. Some relationships overflow with love while others have been found wanting. Yet it 

is our desire that You be a part of every human experience. We beg You now to fill our hearts 

with Your love and sharpen our awareness of Your Presence in every moment so that 

wherever we go and whatever we do, we will always stand secure before You. R: Amen. 

 

 

OPENING HYMN  25 Hark! A Thrilling Voice Is Sounding (1-4) 
 

Hark! A thrilling voice is sounding: “Christ is nigh!” it seems to say; 

“Cast away the works of darkness, O ye children of the day!” 
 

Startled at the solemn warning, let the earthbound soul arise; 

Christ, our Sun, all sloth dispelling, shines upon the morning skies. 
 

Lo, the Lamb, so long expected, comes with pardon down from heav’n. 

Let us haste, with tears of sorrow, one and all, to be forgiv’n. 
 

So when next He comes in glory, and the world is wrapped in fear, 

May He then as our Defender on the clouds of heav’n appear. 

 
CONFITEOR   -   Traditional Mass  Page 16   ~   Contemporary Mass  Page 66 

 
INTROIT                                                                                                              Psalm 25:1-3 
 

C: I wait for You, O Lord; I lift up my soul to my God.  In You I trust; do not let me be 

disgraced; do not let my enemies gloat over me.  R: No one is disgraced who waits for You, 

but only those who lightly break faith.  Glory be to the Father and to the Son and to the 

Holy Spirit. R: As it was in the beginning, is now, and ever shall be, world without end. 

Amen. 
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KYRIE  Advent Kyrie (based on O Come, O Come, Emmanuel) 

 
OPENING PRAYER 
 

Heavenly Father, Your Son, Jesus, promised to return to us in the fullness of time.  As we 

hear His Word prepare us for His coming.  We ask this through the same esus Christ, Who 

lives and reigns with the You and the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and ever.  R. Amen. 

 
~ LITURGY OF THE WORD ~ 

 
FIRST LESSON                                                                                                      Isaiah 2:1-5  
 

This is what Isaiah, son of Amoz, saw concerning Judah and Jerusalem.  In days to come, the 

mountain of the Lord’s house shall be established as the highest mountain and raised above 

the hills.  All nations shall stream toward it; many peoples shall come and say: “Come, let us 

climb the Lord’s mountain, to the house of the God of Jacob, that he may instruct us in his 

ways, and we may walk in his paths.”  For from Zion shall go forth instruction, and the word 

of the Lord from Jerusalem.  He shall judge between the nations, and impose terms on many 

peoples. They shall beat their swords into plowshares and their spears into pruning hooks; 

one nation shall not raise the sword against another, nor shall they train for war again.  O 

house of Jacob, come, let us walk in the light of the Lord!   
 

This is the Word of the Lord.  R. Thanks be to God. 

 
GRADUAL   -   Traditional Mass                            1 Corinthians 16:13; 1 Thessalonians 5:6  
 

C: Be on your guard, stand firm in the faith, be courageous, be strong.  R: Therefore, let us 

not sleep as the rest do, but let us stay alert and sober. 
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RESPONSORIAL PSALM   -   Contemporary Mass         Psalm 122: 1-2, 3-4, 4-5, 6-7, 8-9     
 

                                                                                                                                                      Alstott 

 
 

R. Let us go rejoicing to the house of the Lord. 
 

I rejoiced because they said to me, 

"We will go up to the house of the LORD." 

And now we have set foot 

within your gates, O Jerusalem. 

R. Let us go rejoicing to the house of the Lord. 
 

Jerusalem, built as a city 

with compact unity. 

To it the tribes go up, 

the tribes of the LORD. 

R. Let us go rejoicing to the house of the Lord. 
 

According to the decree for Israel, 

to give thanks to the name of the LORD. 

In it are set up judgment seats, 

seats for the house of David. 

R. Let us go rejoicing to the house of the Lord. 
 

Pray for the peace of Jerusalem! 

May those who love you prosper! 

May peace be within your walls, 

prosperity in your buildings. 

R. Let us go rejoicing to the house of the Lord. 
 

Because of my brothers and friends 

I will say, "Peace be within you!" 

Because of the house of the LORD, our God, 

I will pray for your good. 

R. Let us go rejoicing to the house of the Lord. 
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https://bible.usccb.org/bible/Psalms/122?1


SECOND LESSON                                                                                        Romans 13:11-14 
 

Brothers and sisters: You know the time; it is the hour now for you to awake from sleep.  For 

our salvation is nearer now than when we first believed; the night is advanced, the day is at 

hand.  Let us then throw off the works of darkness and put on the armor of light; let us conduct 

ourselves properly as in the day, not in orgies and drunkenness, not in promiscuity and lust, 

not in rivalry and jealousy.  But put on the Lord Jesus Christ, and make no provision for the 

desires of the flesh. 
 

This is the Word of the Lord.  R. Thanks be to God. 

 

ALLELUIA                                                                                                               Psalm 47:9 
 

 
 

C: Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia. R: Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia. C: God rules over the nations; 

God sits upon His holy throne. R: Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia.    

 

GOSPEL                                                                                                        Matthew 24:37-44 
 

Jesus said to His disciples: “As it was in the days of Noah, so it will be at the coming of the 

Son of Man.  In those days before the flood, they were eating and drinking, marrying and 

giving in marriage, up to the day that Noah entered the ark.  They did not know until the flood 

came and carried them all away.  So will it be also at the coming of the Son of Man.  Two 

men will be out in the field; one will be taken, and one will be left.  Two women will be 

grinding at the mill; one will be taken, and one will be left.  Therefore, stay awake!  For you 

do not know on which day your Lord will come.  Be sure of this: if the master of the house 

had known the hour of night when the thief was coming, he would have stayed awake and 

not let his house be broken into.  So too, you also must be prepared, for at an hour you do not 

expect, the Son of Man will come.” 
 

This is the gospel of the Lord.  R. Praise be to You, Lord Jesus Christ. 
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HYMN TO THE HOLY SPIRIT  An Advent Prayer 
 

Holy Spirit, make me see 

All His coming means for me; 

Take the gifts of Christ, I pray, 

Show them to my heart today. Amen. 

 
HOMILY 

 
PROFESSION OF FAITH 

 
PRAYERS OF THE FAITHFUL   -   Contemporary Mass 
 

R: Lord hear our prayer. 

 
~ LITURGY OF THE EUCHARIST ~ 

 
OFFERTORY VERSE                                                                                      Philippians 3:20 
 

Our citizenship is in heaven, and from it we also await a Savior, the Lord Jesus Christ. 

 
OFFERTORY HYMN  26 Let All Mortal Flesh Keep Silence (1-3) 
 

Let all mortal flesh keep silence, and with fear and trembling stand; 

Ponder nothing earthly-minded, for, with blessing in His hand, 

Christ our God to earth descendeth, our full homage to demand. 
 

King of Kings, yet born of Mary, as of old on earth He stood, 

Lord of Lords, in human vesture, in the Body and the Blood, 

He will give to all the faithful His own self for heav’nly food. 
 

Rank on rank the host of heaven spreads its vanguard on the way, 

As the Light of light descendeth from the realms of endless day, 

That the pow’rs of hell may vanish as the darkness clears away. 
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PRAYER OVER THE GIFTS 
 

Merciful Father, You taught us in Your Holy Word that the night is exhausted and the day is 

approaching.  May we, who offer this oblation, awaken to live as children of the day and of 

the light.  We ask this through our Lord, Jesus Christ, Your Son, Who lives and reigns with 

You and the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and ever.  R. Amen. 

 

SANCTUS                                                                                                                      Proulx     

 
~ CANON ~ 

 
THE LORDS PRAYER  

 

AGNUS DEI                                                                                                                  Elfman 
 

POST-COMMUNION HYMN  (8:00) 161 Who, O Lord, Would Not Love You? (1, 3, 4) 
 

Refrain: Who, O Lord, would not love You, Love before creation? 

              For You took upon Yourself our impoverished station. 
 

Covering the brightness of Your majesty,  

As a child abiding in humanity. Refrain 
 

Lamb of God so peaceful, wondrous mystery, 

With You as our Savior, fear there cannot be. Refrain 
 

Through Your love unending, miracle divine, 

You revive my spirit with Your food sublime. Refrain  

 

POST-COMMUNION ANTHEM (9:30) Wake, Awake, for Night Is Flying           J. S. Bach 
 

“Wake, awake, for night is flying!” the watchmen on the heights are crying; 

“Awake, Jerusalem, at last!” 

Midnight hears the welcome voices, and at the thrilling cry rejoices: 

“Come forth, ye maidens! Night is past.” 

The Bridegroom comes! Awake! Your lamps with gladness take. Alleluia! 

Rise and prepare the feast to share! Go, meet the Bridegroom, who draws near. 
 

The Cathedral Chorale 
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COMMUNION VERSE                                                                                         Mark 13:33 
 

Be watchful!  Be alert!  You do not know when the time will come.    

 

PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION   
 

Almighty Father, we give You thanks for the gift of Your Son, Who comes to us in this 

heavenly mystery.  Hasten the day when He comes again to judge the world.  We ask this 

through the same Jesus Christ, Who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, 

for ever and ever.  R. Amen. 

 

FINAL BLESSING (please kneel) 

 

DISMISSAL 
 

C: Go in peace to love and serve the Lord! R: Thanks be to God. 

 

Prayer After Holy Mass  (please remain kneeling) 

I am grateful to You, Lord, that I was able to come to church and participate in the Holy 

Sacrifice of Mass. I thank You for receiving Your gracious pardon, Your instruction and 

teaching through Your Word, and Your Body and Blood in Holy Communion. May Your 

sacraments continue to strengthen and help me to be faithful to You and Your Church. Help 

me to face all the challenges of life on my journey to Your heavenly kingdom. Amen. 

 

CLOSING HYMN  18 Advent Longing 
 

In this time of Advent longing, we await our Savior’s coming, 

Filled with hope and expectation of the coming peace, salvation. 
 

Send forth dew from heav’n on high, for the Savior’s birth is nigh. 

May the dew enrich the earth, yield the Righteous One in birth. 
 

In this time of Advent longing, we await the Savior’s coming. 

Let us cleanse both heart and mind for the birth of Christ divine. 

 

POSTLUDE   It Is Salvation That Draws Nigh                            unknown composer, 19th c. 

 

 

 


